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Mansfield pointed to a duplicate of the first poster con-
veniently opposite his car where the train had halted.
"Cancel to-night's performance, but send the company
ahead on their schedule," he said. "You and I will put
an end to this thieving here and to-night."

There was no appeal from his verdict. That night they
two found seats in the dingy little "Opera House," and
awaited developments. After a racy quickstep on a piano
and two other asthmatic instruments the curtain rose on
"Prince Karl."

It was not what Mansfield expected. His anger gradu-
ally changed to astonishment and then thawed into
laughter. The performance of the four men and two
women was a revelation to him, especially the man play-
ing the Prince. He gave it entirely new aspects. He
dressed it like a German emigrant, and when he came to
the scene where Mansfield gave his exquisite operatic
drolleries, this Karl broke into tumultuous song and dance,
making his exit with a cart-wheel, and the company rushed
in and brought the curtain down with a cakewalk.

All resentment ceased and there was no further concern
about pirates. He rejoined his company by the next
train and the performance of the pirate Prince remained
one of the treasured evenings of his experience. for a slight consideration, furnish the
